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FRONT COVER

Garrett Jor g ens en Olague uses a lid ar unit to col-
le ct dat a to cre ate a 3D model of Snowy River in
Fo rt Stant on Cave, New Mexic o. Two other
cave rs (To dd Rob erts and Nor m Thomps on)
then took photo graphs of all sur fac es in this same
section of the cave to cre ate a model using pho-
to grammetr y. The se two model s get com bine d to
create a ver y ac curate rendition of the cave. Pho-
to by Nor man R. Thomp son.

BACK COVER

Cave rs in the bun khous e, par ticip ating in the
Oc tob er, 2023 For t St ant on Cave Stu dy Pro jec t
expedition. In the foreg round, ent ering and pro-
cess ing dat a, are (L-R) Ron Lipins ki, Pete Linds-
le y, and Joh n McLean. In the backg round are
Jo hn Cochran and Sam Bon o. Photo by Nor man
R. Thomp son.

Colorado Cave Rescue Phone Numbers:
• General Eme rge ncy (mo st of Col orad o): Di al 911
• Cave of the Wind s inc i d ents:

Cave of the Winds 719 685-5444
Dani el Carey 719 310-2532
An n Ti l ley 719 287-1802

• Colora do Search and Res cue Boar d 24 Hour Ho t-
line (ask for SAR Coord i n ato r): 303-279-8855.

• Phone list of all Col orad o County She riffs:
ht t ps://c oloradoshe rif fs.org/res ources/c ounties/

Postmaster: Send addre ss change s to: RMC c/o Col-
orado Grot to, Nat ion al Spele olog ical Society, PO Box
101091, Denve r, CO 80250-1091, USA.

EDITOR’S NOTES
We’re final ly caug ht up wit h the calendar for Rocky Mount ain Cav ing pu bli-
cation. Of cours e, that means the cache of articles to publish has now dwin-
dled to a pair of articles by Rick R. Wit hout submiss ion s, the next issu e is in
limbo. Feel fre e to submit pro se of any kind or photo s, indiv idu ally or in
bu l k for ess ays.

I journeyed to Big Bend Park in south Texas for a sup erb eclip se-v iewing
experience. Subpar weather sor t of reduc ed it to just an exp erience. We had
a fantast ic perch in the side yard of Uvalde’s ‘‘Ol d Cemete ry,’’ alon e in a
10-acre field. Not the other-wor ldly exp erience of Wyoming a few years
ago. C’est la vie, eh?

Wh itenos e sy ndrom e has been identified in a coupl e more Col orado caves.
This can’t be good. More on that as news trick les in.

Sp ring seems to be arriving so perhaps the ser ious out door cav ing season
can beg in soon. Let’s hop e so!

The 2024 NSS Conve ntion is slate d for the pre mier sit e of Sewanee, Tenne s-
see on July 1-5, 2024. Early-bird dis count ed reg ist rat ion end s on Apr il 30,
2024 (i.e., so on).

Our cov ers this month showc ase some of Nor m Thomps on’s adventure s in
Fo rt Stant on Cave, New Mexic o. This ext raordinar ily wel l-org anize d
proj e ct inclu d es resist ivity mapping (to find new cave), cave radio exp eri-
me nts (to exp edite cave↔surfac e communic ation), an in-cave dig ital net-
work (for dat a reporting), and a lengt h of 44.59 miles (#11 on the USA lon g
cave list, just 750 feet shy of #10, the und e rwater Wakulla Cave Syste m in
Flor ida).

RK

Contacts:

@R ock yMt nCaving (ht t p://t w itt er.com/R ock yMt nCaving).

ht t p://w w w.R ock yMo unt ainC aving.com .
(including the blog at http s://w w w.rocky mount aincaving .com/blog)

edit or@rocky mount aincaving .com .

Rocky Mount ain Cav ing (ISSN 8756-033X) is a quarterly publication of the
Nation al Spele olog ical chapt ers in Col orado. It is publishe d in the mont hs
of March, June, Septe mber and December. Dom est ic sub scr ipt ion rate is
$25.00 per year.

Wh en chang ing addre ss, ple ase give old addre ss as wel l as new.

First-class mai ling postage paid at Monument, CO.

Copy rig ht © 2024 Rocky Mountain Cav ing. All rig hts res erved.

Ar ticles app ear ing in RMC may be reprint ed in Nat ion al Spele olog ical So-
ciet y af f ili ated publication s, provide d prop er cre dit is given and a copy of
the publication is sent to the editor. Mater ial specif ically copyr ighte d by in-
dividu als is exc lude d from this polic y. Sel ected back issu es of RMC are
avai lable for $5.00 per issu e plus $1.00 postage . Pl eas e include your che ck
or mon ey ord e r payable to RMC and send to: RMC c/o Col orado Gro tto,
Nation al Spele olog ical Society, PO Box 101091, Denve r, CO 80250-1091.
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Table of Contents

4 Remembering Jens Munthe: 1945-2023 by Richard Rhinehart.
Rick Rhinehart’s obituary for the late former Colorado Grotto Member Jens
Munthe.

5 Small Caves in the Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area by Doug
Medville.
Doug Medville’s explication of half a dozen caves and pits in the claystone
and shale gullies and badlands of the Gunnison Gorge NCA, complete with
a map for each one.

10 Exploring France’s Gouffre Berger Cave by Tristan Stahl.
Tr i s t a n Stahl’s travelogue of his trips (with Derek Bristol) to France’s Berger
Cave and its 1,000 m depth.

15 Cave of Sorrow by Richard Rhinehart.
Rick Rhinehart has penned an absolutely fascinating early history of the
Cave of the Winds and all the surprisingly acrimonious business dealings
around establishing it (among other caves in Williams Cañon) as the
premier tourist destination in addition to resolving its ownership and
stewardship issues.

23 Caving in North Delta, Colorado by Doug Medville.
This article details more discoveries of non-limestone caves in Western
Colorado by Doug Medville. This time, it’s the Adobe Badlands north of
Delta where bare hills on shale soils are found.

Call for Publishable Material

Pl eas e su bmit your articles about ex-
pl orat ion, science, res earch, gat her ing s,
inte rviews, original poetr y and mus ic,
peop le, not es and happening s, and any-
thing els e cave-rel ate d. We’ll try to print
ever ything of quality. Keep it this side of
R-Rate d and ple ase have pat ience wit h
edit ing/c ond e nsing .

Pl eas e don’t hesitate to submit you r best
ve rtical and horizont al photo graphs , car-
to ons , ar t, etch ing s, and other graphi cs.

Deadlines

RMC is cur rently publishe d qu arterly in
Ma rch , Ju ne, Septe mber, December. Tha t
me ans editing and typ esett ing sh oul d com-
me nce aro und the 15t h of the pre vious
mont h so the magazine is ready for distr i-
bution at Gro tto meeting s.

Rolling deadlines seeme d li ke such a
great ide a but, alas, no joy. For your plan-
ning pur pos es, the deadlines for mater ial
to be inclu d ed are: Nov emb er 15, Febru-
ar y 15, May 15, and August 15.

Renewals

Don’t for g et to renew you r su bscript ion
if it’s com ing due ! Ju st $20/year for gro tto
delive ry; $25/year for first - class mai l deliv-
er y; $9.99/year for a dig ital sub scr ipt ion .

Credit card users can renew at http s://
ro cky mount aincaving .com whe n it’s back in
servic e. Others can mai l ch eck/mon ey-ord e r
(p ay to ‘‘Ro cky Mo unt ain Cav ing’’) to P.
O. Box 101091; Denve r, CO 80250-1091.

Many gro tto s now have aut omat ic dig-
it al sub scr ipt ion s for the ir members.
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Obituary

Remembering Jens Munthe:
1945-2023
by Richard Rhinehart
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Jens-Munthe, 1945-2023.

F
or mer Col orado Gro tto member Jens Munthe, NSS 6410,
pass ed away in Utah on May 16, 2023. At 78 years of age ,
Je ns had live d in the small com munit y of Escal ante for

many years. He was an avid natural arch ent husi ast , author ing
the 2002 book, A Gui d e Book to the Nat ura l Arch es of Gra nd
St aircase-E scalant e Na tional Monum ent. As recently as 2019, Jens
was the subjec t of a Wa ll Street Journal ar ticle regarding natural
arch es of the reg ion. Rep ortedly, he maintained a dat abas e of
ne arly 2,000 sandstone arc hes in south-c ent ral Utah. Jens not ed
he had discov ere d more than 700 of the se arc hes hims elf.

Pr ior to his ret irement, Jens wor ked as a geolog ist and pale-
ontolog ist . He als o worked at the Unive rsity of Col orado at
Boulder and later, the Dep artment of Paleont olog y at Unive rsity
of Califor nia Berke ley. He was also an active caver and contr ibu-
tor to bot h the Col orado Gro tto’s Caving in the Rocki es ne wsl et-
te r, the Jo urnal of Spelean Histor y, and the NSS News. He als o
cont ribut ed to NSS Bull etin 41, the July 1979 Alpine Karst Sym-
posium.

Je ns was active in Col orado cav ing fro m the early 1960s to
the mid-1970s. He par ticip ate d in trips to many caves through-
out the state, inclu ding the caves of the Cañon Cit y re gion, Lime
Creek, and the White River Plate au. On a July 1969 Plate au trip,
a large gro up of Col orado Gro tto cavers vis ite d the Blair Lake
Bench. At Shadow Lake Sin k, the gro up joine d Donald Dav is to
expl ore the full cave. ‘‘Davis dis app eared int o the cave in his usu-
al manne r (much like a craw ling gho st),’’ Je ns not ed in his rep ort
in Caving in the Rocki es, ‘‘and five unfor tunate cavers fol low ed.’’

Je ns par ticip ate d in many explorat ion trips to the Plate au,
including the 1969-1970 explorat ion and sur vey of Pre mon ition
Cave in Deep Cre ek Canyon.

In July 1966, Jens joine d Ed Craw ford and Alan Elder in a
cave hunting trip to Lime Cre ek Canyon nor th of Asp en. The
te am dis cov ere d Lime Cre ek Cave whi le wal king the limestone
clif fs that rim the canyon. He coordinated the first survey of the
cave in August 1968, not ing in his rep ort in Caving in the Rocki es
that digging cou ld be wor thw hile in the cave. This was later
prov en to be a good obs ervat ion.

Craw ford and Jens und e rto ok the first survey of Fulton
Cave on the White River Plate au in 1966. The 1,620-foot-lon g
alpine stream cave had been dis cov ere d and explore d by Don ald
Davis and memb ers of the Col orado Gro tto four years earlier, in
Ju ly 1962. South Dakota’s Wind Cave Nat ion al Park wel com ed
me mbers of the Col orado Gro tto to explore the cave in 1968 fol-
lowing a hiatu s. Jens led and joine d many trips wit h Colorado
cave rs such as Ken Car pente r and Rich Bre isch int o the multi-
mi le syste m.

In 1973, Jens draf ted a map of the Xerox Room reg ion of
Wind Cave, dis cov ere d by Col orado Gro tto members in 1969.
Je ns ser ved as the direc tor of the White River Plate au Pro jec t of

the Nat ion al Spele olog ical Society for 1969 and 1970. Members
of the pro jec t from the Col orado and Col orado Sch ool of Mines
grot tos searc hed for and documente d cave s across the alpine Pla-
te au, incre asing the number of known cave s to 24 by the end of
1969. Three of the se caves had gre ate r than one mile of sur veyed
pass age .

Je ns was an active par ticip ant in the early explorat ion of the
limestone of Montana’s Scapego at Wilder ness. In 1972, he par-
ticipate d in the first known trip to Gre en For k Falls Cave wit h
Jim Che ste r, Newel l Camp bel l, Ste ve Lewis, Chu ck Lyon, and
ot hers. Jens draf ted the first map of Gre en For k Falls Cave and
adjacent Kat hy’s Icebox Cave, named after Jens’ wife , Kathy.

Je ns retur ned to Scapego at in 1973 wit h Donald Dav is,
No rm Pac e, Bill Yett, and other cavers. This exp edition not ably
exte nde d the known cave s and sur veyed sig nif icant passage ways.
In 1975, Campell and Jens used an aer ial recon naiss anc e flig ht to
re vie w kars t in Montana’s Bob Marsh all Wilder ness, spott ing
kars t fe ature s in the remot e Un a Mo unt ain reg ion.

By 1976, Jens and Kat hy had mov ed fro m Colorado to Cali-
fornia. The re, the y cont ribut ed to cav ing in that state and in the
Pacif ic Nor thw est prior to ret irement and a move to Utah, in-
spired, Jens rep orted, by Na tional Geograp hic ar ticles about the
cany on count ry.
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Small Caves in the
Gunnison Gorge

National Conservation Area
by Doug Medville

Doug has been poking around the Conservation Area near Gunnison

and discovered half a dozen caves. This article serves to document

them in the Rocky Mountain journal of record.
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BLM fee station found in GGNCA gully.

T
he Gunnison Gor g e Nation al Con ser vat ion Are a (GGN-
CA) is west of U.S. 50 bet ween Montros e and Delta. Al-
though the re isn’t any limestone the re, numerou s smal l

cave s are found in sandstone s, shales and claystone s. Wit h on e
except ion, non e of the m is sig nif icant or photo genic but the y’re
fun to find. Six of the se caves, sur veyed in 2021-22, are des cribed
below.

Fee Station Cave
This is a trivial cave that wasn’t wor th the effor t to get to − a

320-ver tic al-foot climb up a rocky stre am bed to a short, two-en-
trance sto op-craw l that went all of 64 feet. The most int ere sting
part of the hike was the dis cov ery of a BLM fee station (infor-
mally, an Iro n Range r) sit ting out in the gully. The fee station is a
post containing a slot whe re campers ins ert the ir camping fee in
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Selig Ditch Cave map.
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Fee Station Cave map.
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Hidden Cave Map.

an env elope. It was obv iou sly out of place and we took pic-
ture s of it and recorde d its locat ion.

Wh en I contacted the BLM office in Montros e to tell
them about it, the y said that two or three of the se are stolen
each year fro m lo cal BLM campg round s. The y than ked me
for rep orting our find and said that the y would send a cre w
out to ret rie ve it. The one we found was prett y beat up as a result
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Carol Vesely in entrance to Gully Pit. .
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Hidden Cave entrance passage.

Gully Pit map.

of effor ts to get into it but
whoeve r to ok it wasn’t abl e to
break in so BLM got its mon ey
back.

Selig Ditch Cave
The Selig Dit c h runs east-

we st across the bad lands east
of Olathe and, whe n it has wa-
te r in it, it’s dif f icult to cro ss
without getting wet. In 2021
we found a cro ssing whe re the
ditch was under a dir t bi ke
trai l so we were abl e to get
ov er it and hike about 3/4 mile
out ont o sh ale bad lands to som e
ni ce-looking sin ks that I saw
on Google Ear th. ‘‘We’’ we re
my self, Ed LaR ock, and Bob
Rich ard s, who drove up fro m
Cortez to join us. We found
on e de cent cave (Selig Dit c h
Cave) and numerou s sinks.

Selig Dit c h Cave is a pip-
ing cave in the Mancos Shale
and, as usu al wit h thes e cave s,
it und e rdrains a small arroy o.
The cave’s upp er ent rance is
ab out 15 feet wide and four
fe et hig h. A passage slopes dow n
ov er large rocks, goes past a
skylig ht to a sin k ab ove , and
cont inu es dow nst ream as a dir t-
floore d stoopway, ending at a
lowe r entrance. We got almost
150 feet out of it − whoopi e!
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Bad Air Cave map.

Tyred Cave map.

Gully Pit
The Mancos has lots of gullies

with lots of 15-20-foot-deep pits in
it so the name is unimaginative . We
found this one on a hike wit h Caro l
Ve sely in a ver y sinky are a with lots
of entrances. Carol did a trick y climb
down into the cave, took off, and
came back say ing that it had som e
ni ce passage in it.

A few months later, I retur ned
to this pit wit h he r hu sband, Bill
Farr, to sur vey it. Two passage s we re
seen bel ow the ent rance sin k. The
on e to the lef t re quired a handline
for a ste ep, awkward dow nclimb that
le d to a short seg ment of low pas-
sage . The one to the rig ht, whi ch
Caro l had dow nclimbed, was more
ve rtical and exposed so we tie d of f
and threw dow n my 15’ cabl e ladder ;
us eful for the se short nuisanc e drop s.

The passage bel ow was actu ally
quit e ni ce − up to 12 feet hig h and
wide. Whe n we came to a passage
junc tion, we went up a  slope, the n
back dow n anot her slope and re-
turned to the junction via a stream
craw l, closing a loop. Our closure er-
ro r was 0.89% vs. an exp ected error

of 2.28%, thanks to Bill’s exc ellent Disto
re ading ski l ls. Neither of us had thoug ht
to bring in a cel l ph one or camera for
taking pic tures so the only pic ture of this
cave is one of Carol at the top of the en-
trance.

Bad Air Cave
This one is in the Mor r ison For ma-

tion and is two miles up a ste ep canyon
with an exp osed climb needed to get to
the top, whi ch is whe re the cave’s upp er
entrance is. The cave was named not for
any bad air in it but for the fac t that col d
air blasts through it, chi l ling us as we sur-
ve yed its crawls.

A rocky ent rance craw l at the bot-
tom of a blind gully leads to passage go-
ing dow nhi l l toward the canyon in whi ch
we had climbed up. Par tway through the
cave , an upsloping side passage goes to a
mi d dle entrance. Beyon d this ent rance,
the cave continu es dow nhi l l to a low er
entrance, about 3 feet wide and hig h.
Good, I thoug ht, we’ll go out thi s entran c e
an d av oid crawling back upstream thro u gh
th e cave.

Wr ong . The ent rance was in a clif f
face at the head of the canyon that we
had hiked up and the re was no way out
of it − clif f ab ove , clif f below. We eve n
saw this ent rance whi le hiking up fro m
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Looking down into an unentered 20-foot pit.
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Hidden Cave entrance.

below but thoug ht that it was inac-
cess ibl e. Onc e again, we didn’t have a
came ra to take pic tures looking out
and we’re not going to go back the re
to do that.

Tyred Cave
The full name of this mis erable

hole is ‘‘We’re Tyred of this Cave.’’
Seve ral old truck tires are half-bur ied
in the mud in the ent rance to this lit-
tle cave. Craw ling ove r them, a ver y
short seg ment of wal king passage leads
to an unc omfor table craw l ov er thorny
mi d d e n, bro ught in by cave rats.

The passage beyon d this leads to
a wal k-out ent rance in a  gully. This
was the last cave sur veyed at the end
of a three-d ay tr ip to the are a and we
we re getting tired of sur veying in
thes e uncomfor table thorny mud
cave s. That and the tires, gave the
cave its name.

Hidden Cave
Af ter sur veying Tyred Cave, we

wal ked aro und the are a; a sin khole-
filled meadow bel ow the Eleph ant
Sk in Road in the GGNCA. Bob
Rich ard s found a nic e arch bet ween
two of the sin ks but he missed a
4’-hig h by 3’-w ide entrance wit h a
smal l st ream com ing out just aro und
the cor ner fro m the arc h.

Walking past his arc h on a trip
in July 2022, I round ed the cor ner
and saw this ent rance. I did a sol o
survey int o it and end ed up wit h a
pl eas ant lit tle cave (‘‘pl eas ant’’ me ans
no craw ling) that ende d in a room of
sorts whe re the passage was up to 15
fe et wide and 8 feet hig h. The usu al
rat midden and poop cov ere d the top s
of the rocks in the back of the cave.

Conclusion
There are lots more of the se small

cave s and pits out in the claystone
and shale gullies and bad lands in the
GGNCA; an exampl e of one of the m
shown in the last image . Wh en we
return there, we’ll keep on pok ing
around, hoping to find som ething a
bit bigger. Our large st cave in the
area, Rock Pigeon Cave, has 1,022
fe et sur veyed wit h pass age s up to 50
fe et hig h and 20 feet wide. I wro te
ab out this one in the August 2022 is-
su e of the NSS News. This cave is in
the Mancos Shale so finding another
big one out the re isn’t out of the
qu est ion and we’ll keep looking .
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Exploration

Exploring France’s
Gouffre Berger Cave
by Tristan Stahl

Tristan has been caving for 18 years and has participated in expeditions to Mexi-

co, Kazakhstan, New Zealand, USA, Greece, and Turkey. He now lives in Den-

ver and is always looking to get underground.
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Carl handles all the baggage on our way to Grenoble.

Introduction

A
s a young , eage r cave r I wou ld often find mys elf in
Yo uTu be rabbit hol es watch ing grainy cav ing vide os dur-
ing the week whi le I was waiting to see the forecast for

the upcom ing weekend. If it was raining, I’d go cav ing. If it was
dr y, I’d go climbing . If it was snowing , it dep end ed on what crazy
adve nture eit her camp of friends had in store .

One such eve ning, whi le sit ting aro und watch ing cav ing
vide os with my roommates (both climbers, who wou ld occ asi on-
al ly go cav ing), a vide o popp ed up in the queue: ‘‘Im mersi on.’’
The vide o st arted and was soon showing cavers wal king through
large passage s with ivory-w hit e format ion s and the occ asi onal
ve rtical dro p. I started googling this cave who se name was Gouf-
fre Berge r.

Over the years I’d meet peopl e who had been, som e to the
bott om, som e to only -600 m. Eve ryone I met, regardless of the
dept h they venture d to, said it was one of the coolest cave and
caving trips the y had been on.

As I became more active in cav ing, I kept the goal of going
to the Berge r, getting to -1,000 m, and seeing the vast syste m.

Af ter wrapping up a five-week trip to the Medit erranean to
go cav ing (many of my fel low cavers had been to the Berge r), I
came back and decide d to com m it to going to the Berge r in July,
2023. I emailed the org anizer, joine d the Fac ebook gro up, and
began examining all the travel log ist ics.

The reg ist rat ion opene d Decemb er 1 and clos ed at the end
of the mont h. My S.O., Georg ia Sch neider, and I reg istered along
with Carl Ber n and Derek Bristol . Ne xt we booke d flig hts and
ac c ommodat ion s for the nig ht before and nig hts afte r we were
done camping . Then we waite d.

Travel
Final ly, the morning of July 18t h ar r ive d and we grabbed

our duf fel s and heade d to the air por t with Carl. Derek was al-
re ady in France wit h his wife.

Carl parke d his Tac oma in lon g-ter m park ing at Denve r In-
te rnation al Air por t. The three of us, wit h our heavy bags, wob-

bl ed like penguins ove r to the shut tle stop and were soon on our
way to the air por t. Onc e insi d e DIA we found the Luf t hansa line
and waite d, occasi onally mov ing for ward and tossing our duf fel s
as we dis cussed the upcom ing trip.

Ev en arriving 3.5 hours before our flig ht, we still found our-
selves speed-wal king towards our gate wit h less than a half hour
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Group photo on morning of trip to 1,000 m. Left to right: Carl Bern,

Tristan Stahl, Georgia Schneider, and Derek Bristol.
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Remy gives us the briefing before our first trip into the Berger.

to spare . We sat and waite d for our boarding class to be cal led
and the n began the 9.5-hour journey fro m Denv er to Fran kfurt.

Af ter sle eping and getting caug ht up on recent Hol lywo o d
re leases, I found mys elf in the EU vis a line, wit h on ly 45 min. to
catch my next flig ht to Lyon, France. I was through in just five
minu tes, a testame nt to Ger man efficiency.

Once again, I found mys elf on a Luf t hansa flig ht, only two
hours away fro m France!

We lande d and soon were waiting at the bag gage claim. Sure
enough our duf fel s made it, and we were abl e to get ont o the
ne xt task, acquir ing a SIM card for our phone s. I sto o d in line
and soon was trying my best to transl ate my request whe n the
cash ier said ‘‘Ho w long are you staying?’’ in per fec t English.

‘‘Tw elve days,’’ I replied.
‘‘OK, here is the best opt ion; unlimit ed dat a and texting .’’

Sh e slid the SIM card package to me and col lec ted my pay ment.
That was easy. Next wayp oint: the train station. We loade d a

trol ley and headed to the train station whe re we change d our
tickets to an earlier departure time for the train. The n we heade d
down to a ter minal and again waite d.

Our train arrive d right on time, and we were on our way. It
was a cozy exc urs ion, as we had booke d firs t-class tickets for our
jour ney. Only an hour later, we were in Gre noble and wal ked
two blo cks and che cke d into our hot el.

We the n had the task of picking up som e odds and end s be-
fore heading up int o the mount ains for eig ht days.

We heade d towards the local Decat hlon store (the Europ ean
ve rsi on of REI). We per used and found camp fuel, grabbed two
canisters, and che cke d out. Onc e again, we were out on the
st reets of Gre noble, whi ch is a mix of tourists, bot h from other
countr ies and France in addit ion to locals going about the ir day.

We wal ked unt i l we saw a beer garden and sat dow n to con-
tinu e discussing cav ing plans and other thing s we’d like to see
while in the Fre nch Alp s. After the after noon beers, we decide d
to grab som e fo o d.

Af ter my alarm buzz ed at 6 am, I gro ggily sat up, still jet-
lagged, and dre ssed. I journeyed to the hote l lobby direc tly to the
espresso machine. I che cke d my email whi le sit ting wit h a stron g
coffee and dow nlo ade d some maps. I the n down loade d ‘Go ogle
Transl ate’.

Once Georg ia and Carl were up and had had som e espresso,
we wal ked and grabbed a cro iss ant before heading off to the
bank to grab som e cash.

Then it was off to rent a car in the bas eme nt of the train sta-
tion. Dep osit place d, keys in hand, we took the stairs dow n to
the bas eme nt and soon spi ed our car, a Cupra hatchback.

We drove back to our hot el, loade d our gear, and che cke d
out. We started dow n the main road and soon exite d onto the
highway. Before we started up int o the Alp s, we stopp ed at a gro-
cery store , separated to shop and the n met back up, sor ted our
supp lies, and che cke d out. We spent 120 euros for three full gro-
cery bags and two cas es of beer; not bad.

Back on the road we were soon on winding one-l ane roads
we aving through a small village, wit h the occ asi onal chair lift
visibl e in the backg round. The tre es quick ly change d to almost en-
tire ly pines. Our Google maps nav igated us towards a small fence d-
in field wit h a large shelte r te nt, bat hro oms, and a sin k.

Camp
Af ter wal king aro und the camp we sat and waite d to see

who wou ld show up. Som e Fr ench cavers arrive d eventu ally, and
then camp org anizer Remy and his ass ist ant showe d up. He tol d
us that the brief ing for our warm-up trip wou ld be that eve ning
at 6 pm.

We set up camp and headed int o the nearby tow n of Aut rans
for an early dinne r. We soon learned that in France, the re are bak-
er ies that ser ve cro iss ants and ass orted bre akfasts and may be a
me al fro m 10 am-12 noon, but early dinne r is n’t a thing . Dinner is
7-10 pm. We found a beer joint wit h a limit ed menu.

Af ter our meal, we drove back to camp. Several more veh i-
cl es had arrive d, and fel low cavers were milling about . We went
to the gro up tent and sat dow n at a picni c tabl e while we waite d
for Remy to arrive .

Remy wal ked in and sto o d to the side of a large plan-v iew
map of the Berge r. He spoke in Fre nch and point ed to cer tain ar-
eas; I picke d up bits and pie ces of what he was say ing. After Re-
my went aro und and spoke to each gro up, he final ly appro ach ed
us. He clarified any quest ion s we had, and we put our gro up on
the board for the fol low ing day.

We decide d on a name for our gro up: ‘‘TEAM AMERICA!’’
We put our start time as 7:30 am, wound dow n for a bit , talked
with som e fe llow cavers, and went off to bed.
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Derek abseiling down the second drop in Berger.
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Georgia traversing The Confines.

Caving Trip I
We ros e early and made bre akfast, coffee, and the n packed

snacks for the first day of cav ing. We all piled int o the Cupra and
began driving up the winding mount ain road to the parking lot .

Once the re we don ned our packs and started hiking. Derek
(w ho had joine d us a bit earlier) and Carl had the GPS point and
direc tion s. A quarter mile dow n the pat h we veered rig ht and
st arted winding dow n thro ugh the woods. After 20 minut es, we
found ourselves in a karst are a with lots of exp osed limestone.

A gro up of three Spanish canyone ers was in fro nt of us.
They looke d stout, so we figured we’d let the m go first . Once we
we re all geare d up, we continu ed to wait for the Spanish team to
begin, getting a lit tle annoy ed as time passed.

Final ly, I got on rop e and went dow n and kept getting to the
pit c h he ads and waiting wit h the Spani ard s, to give the m the
ide a of ‘‘hurr y up, we travel ed a long way to see this cave.’’ We
got dow n -100 m to som e big borehole. It was amazing, final ly
seeing the giant rock cair n in person, the large wal king passage
trending dow n, and eve ntu ally tig hte ning int o a canyon.

We found ourselves again waiting beh ind the Spanish team.
Final ly, we realiz ed one of the ir team was stu ck cro ssing a reb e-
lay causing us to wait som e more . We final ly got on rop e, went
on dow n to another meand e r, and found ourselves waiting for a
te am that was exiting the cave. The y to ok a lon g time climbing
the rop es.

We were getting con cer ned about our time. Getting dow n to
-500 m should take about five hours; at this point we’d been in
the cave clos e to four hours as a result of slowe r te ams.

Final ly, we were going dow n the next dro p and eve ntu ally
popp ed int o an amazing passage , perh aps 30 m. hig h and 60+ m.
wide. We started wal king and found the large borehole doesn’t
take lon g to traverse. We final ly passed the Spanish team at the
-500 m camp whe re we chatt ed for a bit. It seeme d they’d be OK,
but the y main ly do canyoning , which explains why the y we re
moving slowly past the deviation s and reb elays.

We kept mov ing , as we were quite beh ind our sch edu le. The
water picke d up as we got clos er to the beg inning of the ‘‘Con-
fine s.’’ Ev ent ual ly we rappelled dow n some amazing flowstone
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Tristan and Georgia at the affluence at -1100 m.

and wal ked dow n to whe re the Con fines beg in. Damp, exhaust-
ed, and col d, we heade d out. Going out is whe n you start to real-
iz e how deep you are , al l the bou lder-hopping does start to wear
on you .

Once out , we change d, packe d up and hiked back to the car.
We threw our bags in, and eve ryone cracke d op en a Kro nen-
bourg. Derek passed aro und Pring les. Onc e we were don e with
our snack, we retur ned to camp. I che cke d-in wit h the volunte ers
and let the m know we were out . It wasn’t good timing; it took 12
hours as a result of the slow er teams ahe ad of us.

The next mor ning we got up, made bre akfast, and began
discussing the next mov e. We were sch edu led two days later to
go int o the cave for our trip to the bot tom and out . Ho wever,
that is whe n a large rainstor m was sup pos ed to mov e in and
flood the cave bel ow -700 m.

We decide d to go the next day wit h on ly one rest day. We
figure d we would get into the cave first: wake up at 4:30 am,
le ave camp by 5:30, the n ente r the cave by 7:00.

We stopp ed by the Cro que Montagne gear store and picke d
up som e odds and end s. I got a fancy new cave suit for the big
tr ip.

Caving Trip II
Back at camp we got to bed early. I drifted off to sle ep, but

so on was woken by som e Bach playing fro m my phone. Oof I felt

tire d. I put my jacket on, lef t the tent, and headed to the gro up
shelte r with my cook kit . I started a pot of water and was soon
joined by Carl and Georg ia. Onc e we’d had several cup s of cof fee,
de voure d a bow l of oat meal, eaten toast , and packe d snacks for
our big day, we saw Derek pull up. We cramme d into a car to-
gether and began the drive up. Onc e at the parking lot , we saw a
Fr ench caver who quick ly hiked ahe ad of us.

We started the hike and were soon at the cave ent rance. We
al l began chang ing . Once geare d up, we snapp ed a gro up photo,
st ashe d our packs, and heade d in.

We were mov ing very quick ly and soon found ourselves at
-500 m afte r ab out three hours. We were all ver y excite d as we
had a time con straint of being back through the Con fines on our
way out wel l before the rain started, whi ch was pro jec ted to hit
at 1 am. It was not eve n no on and we felt ver y go o d ab out our
timing . We continu ed on.

Ev ent ual ly we popp ed int o the Con fines, a nar row canyon
pass age wit h water at the bot tom. The traverse lines weave along
the wal l ab out 10 to 15 feet above the water. We mov ed along the
traverse lines unt i l finally rappelling dow n 5 meters and getting
our feet wet .

We enc ounte red an int imi dat ing dro p af ter a few feet. I got
on the traverse line, rig ged in, began dow n, quick ly reach ing a
re bel ay, the n anot her wit h a Tyrol ean traverse. I continu ed to
rappel dow n, wit h my feet only a few feet above a large pool. I
so on lande d on a rocky beach.

Dere k ar r ive d shortly the reafter and we reg rouped. We
he ade d down a few more nuisanc e drop s until we were sudden ly
in a large room, big ger than anything we’d seen in this cave so
far.

The route finding began and continu ed unt i l we final ly dis-
cove red a handline rig ged aro und an odd natural bou lder pro-
tr uding out of the gro und. The handline meand e red dow n a
mu d sl ope for several hundred feet whi ch bro ught us to the bot-
tom of the slop e at -900 m.

We picke d up our pac e and arrive d at a rocky passage wit h a
low cei ling. As we sto oped through, the way on was not obv iou s.
We arrive d at a pool; I soon ducke d thro ugh and arrive d in
wal king passage . We the n he ard the int imi dat ing roar of the hur-
ricane dro p. We looke d to our rig ht and saw the water fal l, the n a
le ad-in line. We pro ceeded to clip in and traverse on our hands
and kne es to the side of a large water fal l.

Ahead of me, Georg ia swung out on her cow stails, clipp ed
he r as cender int o the rappel line, rig ged in, and started dow n.
Once we were all at the bot tom we wal ked unt i l we saw the ‘‘Af-
fluent,’’ a water fal l to the rig ht, marking -1000 m in depth. We
sat, took photo s, and che cke d the time: only 7.5 hours to the bot-
tom!

We con ducted a modest photo sho ot the n lo oke d ahead to
the stream passage . Dere k tr ied to cro ss and stay dry ; I tried, fi-
nally thinking we wou ldn’t reach the sump (an addition al 300 m
in lengt h and 22 m in depth). We decide d to see if Georg ia cou ld
traverse the canyon. She plopp ed herself in, and we decide d we’d
al l had enoug h. Soak ing wet (Georg ia dre nch ed in 33F water),
we started out . Back at the bot tom of the hur r icane dro p we
pass ed an older man wit h a young man. In a thi ck Fre nch accent
he said ‘‘He is only 13 and made it here!’’

We con gratulated the m and continu ed the slog out .
Being hon est , I have to say that on the way dow n you are

enamored; at eve ry tur n you are seeing som e amazing for ma-
tion s, but the way out feels hard . Yo u are col d, wet , and the main
re deeming fac tor of the spectac ular feature s is that you know
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Tristan looking at ‘The 13.’
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Derek looks at one of several dozen rimstone pools.

you are clos er to being out . I was col d, so I stormed ahe ad. Re-
me mbering that we had a time that the water wou ld beg in to
rise, I wante d to be past the Con fines.

Out of bre ath, I stopp ed and peere d at the large flowstone,
mark ing the beg inning of the dry wal king passage . I was so ex-
cite d and relie ved.

We made our way up som e ro pes and began walking . Excite d
and tired we soon arrive d at the -500 m camp. I put on a fle e ce
ho o die, and we all sat and dran k some tea then opt ed to take a
cudd le pi le nap in one of the shelte rs. We war med up but soon be-
gan to shive r af ter about 30 minut es. We again continu ed our tre k
out of the cave. Lucki ly, it was all wal king unt i l the rop es at -250
m. I sto oped dow n and saw the bright orange rop e le ading out .

I clipp ed my basic in the n my Cro ll, fol low ed by my Pantin
and started ascending. Carl was beh ind me, the n Dere k, and fi-
nally Georg ia. We made our way out .

I arrive d at the ent rance clipp ed int o the traverse line,
wal ked out , unclip ped and col lapsed on the gro und. Tak ing a
mome nt to mys elf, I teare d up. A goal was achi eve d. I che cke d
my phone: 18 hours! I continu ed to recline, final ly gat her ing the
st rengt h to grab my bag and change out of my wet clothes.

Af ter 45 minut es the others arrive d: Carl, Derek, and the n I
saw Georg ia’s lov ely fac e peer at me fro m the ent rance.

I dran k almost a lit er of water whi le eve ryone change d. Onc e
or ganiz ed, we per for med a dumbass che ck (lo oking aro und for
pote ntial ly lost gear).

Then we started the ove rland hike back. The stars were
amazing, minimal light pol lut ion, and fat igue d le gs. It felt like a
dream; onc e out of the forest, we cou ld see the inc oming storm.
We wal ked faste r and faste r until arriving final ly at the Cupra
where we cracke d some Kro nenbourg beers. Derek pro duc ed a
sl eeve of Pring les. We chi l led, all excit ed and relie ved that we
had don e it .

As we sat , raindrop s st arted to fal l on our heads. We
wrapped up the festivities, and Carl drove us off the mountain.
We dro p ped Derek off at his Airbnb and headed to camp.

Back at camp, we dumped our gear, grabbed our food bag ,
made a love ly dinne r of canne d fo o d, had anot her beer, and
he ade d of f to bed.

The next mor ning, my whole body ach ed, but it was the
go o d kind of tired.

Epilog
The Berge r is a ver y impressive cave, and I enc ourage eve ry-

on e to vis it. The two trips I did int o the cave are forever bur ned
into my mind, and I was so thankful for eve ryt hing in my life
that led me to the point whe re I cou ld bot tom the cave and com e
out.

It is a tr uly odd sport for whi ch to travel to the Fre nch Alp s,
a dre am destination for many. I hop e more Ame ric ans will make
the pilgr image to the class ic cave and keep our pre sence up.
Many of the Fre nch cavers were excit ed to see an Ame ric an team
and we spent several nig hts up late drinking wit h the other Eu-
ro peans.
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History

Cave of Sorrow
by Richard Rhinehart

Richard Rhinehart has long held an interest in the history of Colorado and the

American West. He has extensively researched and documented the history of

numerous Colorado caves since 1985, including Glenwood Caverns, Fulford Cave,

Spring Cave, and the many caves of Williams Canyon at Manitou Springs. In 2011,

Richard participated with Donald Davis and Norman Thompson in the project that

created the Big Earth Publishing book Cave of the Winds: Then & Now. That year, he

also received the National Speleological Society’s Peter M. Hauer Spelean History

Award at the Colorado convention.

Sorrow is knowledge, those that know the most
must mourn the deepest, the tree of knowledge
is not the tree of life.

Lord Byron

O
n Saturday, January 22, 1881, George W. Sni d e r le d his
brot her Horac e, Charl es Hunte r, and fel low Ohi oan
Charles Rineh art along the rocky wagon road leading

north of the small res ort com munit y of Manit ou int o scenic
Wi l liams Canyon.

It had snowe d on ly the day before, par t of a fast-mov ing arc-
tic weather fro nt that dro p ped more than eig ht inche s of snow in
Boulder, clos ed the Hig h Line rai l line above Georgetown, and
plunge d area temperatures int o the low teens. In the canyon, the
high wal ls shade d the canyon flo or fro m the mor ning sun. Pass-
ing beyon d the si lent, shu tte red lime kiln and the nar row s in the
cany on, the men cou ld see the sunsh ine on the weste rn wal l ahead.

Geor g e had arrive d in Manit ou in the fal l of 1879 fro m
Oh io. Ski l led as a stone cut ter, he sec ure d a posit ion in the con-
st ruc tion of the sceni c Cumbre s and Tolte c line of the Rio
Grande Rai lroad west of the San Luis Val ley in souther n Col-
orado. Wit h the arrival of winte r in the hig h countr y, George re-
turned to Manit ou in the fal l of 1880.

He was intr igue d with the stories he heard about the dis cov-
er y of a cave in Williams Canyon. A large natural arch known as
the Cave of the Winds was a vis itor att rac tion dur ing the sum-
me r mont hs, a sceni c lo cat ion George had examined himself the
previous year after ar r iving in Col orado. On June 26, the young
Pi ckett bro the rs pushe d beyond the cave’s dusty ent rance chamb er,
finding spaciou s ch amb ers decorated wit h st alactit es and stalag-
mite s. This dis cov ery convinc ed the Boy nton bro the rs to lease the
cave and open it as a com merci al attrac tion for summe r visitors.

The bro the rs cle are d pathways, inst alled ladders, and opene d
the cave for bus ine ss by early August 1880. Given its late season
launch, the att rac tion fai led to leave much of an imp ressi on in
the res ort com munit y during the few weeks it was open. Perhaps
Mammot h Cave in the low er canyon, whi ch opene d in 1875, had
satisf ied the cur iosit y of vis itors. By Septe mber, the Cave of the

Wind s cl o sed for the season. At som e point later, vandals bro ke
op en the cave’s wooden entrance door, leaving it vulne rable to
unsupervis ed vis itors.

Af ter climbing the ste ep primitive trai l up the canyon wal l
to the arc h, bot h Sn ider bro the rs, Hunte r, and Rineh art found
the ent rance door bro ken and neglec ted. The y lit candles and
ente red the clos ed att rac tion. George later rep orted he had vis it-
ed the cave earlier that month and found two extensi ons that he
dug int o.

On his January 17 vis it, he found what app eared to be a ‘‘rat
hole’’ le ading west fro m an ascending passage . Pl acing his candle
in fro nt of the hole to have a bette r lo ok, the flame was quick ly
exting uishe d by a stron g draf t of wind. Relig hting the candle, he
re mov ed som e ro ck fro m the small hol e, tossing the debris dow n
the slope int o the chamb er bel ow. Soon, he had an opening large
enough to squ eeze through.

Cand le ahe ad, he ent ere d a lon g, low passage way. At the far
end of this craw l, he found a cre vic e ab out two feet wide by six to
eight inche s high, leading upward. George poked int o this open-
ing, and reach ing an imp ass abl e point, he tie d to get her several
st icks and att ach ed his candle. He hel d it above , illuminat ing
what appeared to be a large r ch amb er.

Excite d at the pro spect of dis cov ery, George inv ite d the others
to help him on this dig pro jec t. The ir January 22 retur n al low ed
Geor g e to squ eeze and push his way up the slop e, pushing dir t and
debr is bel ow him. This debris was remov ed by his compani ons.

Soon, George was at the top of the cre vic e. He later wro te, ‘‘I
knew that I had made a gre at dis cov ery, and as I lay the re, wit h
my head and shoulders out of the hole, hol ding my candle above
my head to lig ht up the room in all direc tion s as far as possibl e,
the sig ht was so deeply imb edde d in my memor y it can never be
ef fac ed. It was as thoug h Aladdin wit h his won der f ul lamp had
ef fec ted the mag ic result.’’

This was Canopy Hal l, a wel l-decorated, canopie d ch amb er
that is today the large st room on the cave’s Dis cov ery tour route.
Deciding as he examined the room that he cou ld pot ent ial ly pur-
ch ase the cave and open it as a vis itor att rac tion, George cons idered
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Engraving of George W. Snider (1895).

his opt ion s. Since his fat her in Akron, Ohi o had not respond ed
to a pre vious writt en quer y re garding providing funds to open a
lime kiln, he thoug ht of Rineh art. The older man, an acqu ain-
tanc e of his fat her, had pre viously con fide d in George that he
had several thous and dol lars for inv est ing in a bus ine ss.

Fo llowing the trip, George appro ach ed Rineh art wit h his
ide a. Rineh art was also ent husi ast ic at the pro spect of the bus i-
ne ss. He agreed he cou ld provide the capit al to purch ase the
prop erty. George and his bro the rs Horac e and Hunte r would un-
der take the necess ary wor k to prepare the cave for public exhibi-
tion. For this, Rineh art sug geste d splitt ing the bus ine ss in two,
half inte rest for himself, and the others split ting the other half.
Wi thin days, how eve r, Rineh art recon sidered his offer and said
he wou ld split the bus ine ss only bet ween himself and George .

They purch ased the pro per ty fro m the Hemenway family in
Colorado Spr ing s for $1,000 wit hout providing det ails as to the ir
inte rest. The pro per ty deed was sig ned on January 29. George
and Horac e then und e rto ok a vigorou s expl orat ion of the cave,
fo llowing a low, wide passage leading west fro m Canopy Hal l
which led to addit ion al chamb ers and cor r idors. Many of the
ro oms now shown on the Dis cov ery To ur were found dur ing this
period. About this time, the Hemenway bro the rs, hav ing reg rette d
their sale after lear ning about the new dis cov eries, tried to occ upy
and seize the cave. George drove the m away at gun point .

Wo rking dai ly on imp rov eme nts, a hired force of men
joined George and Horac e in the devel opm ent . By Februar y 15,
the exp ande d cave was nearly ready to beg in public vis its.

The Colora do Spr ing s Gazette announce d the new dis cov er-
ies in its Februar y 27 edition. ‘‘During the winte r, Mr. Rhineh art
[sic], the owner of the cave, has been mak ing imp rov eme nts to
make it more access ibl e. On his inv itation we vis ite d the cave
ye ste rday and give the fol low ing des cript ion of what we saw . . . ’’
reported the pap er in a page four article.

The rep ort end ed wit h a pro mis e. ‘‘In the near fut ure the se
wond e rs of nature will be more easily seen. Mr. Rhineh art [si c]
and the Messrs. Sni d e r are con stant ly at wor k en larging the now
narrow passage s, placing ladders up ste ep places, and in general
re nder ing the cave easy of access to tho se who may wish to stu dy
or obs erve the won ders so lon g conc ealed wit hin the Rocky
Mo unt ains.’’

The March 1881 Cong regat ion al News of Col orado Spr ing s
prov ide d an update on the new venture:

Messrs. Reinhart [sic] and [the] Snyder [sic] brothers have

bought the cave and are busy at work getting it ready for visi-

tors. They are building steps and ladders and are blasting the

rock in narrow places, so that ladies can go through without

difficulty. Of course they will not allow visitors to break off

specimens. When several persons go together the charge for

admission and the service of a guide will be only fifty cents

for each person. The wagon road from the Cliff House up

Williams’ canon will be much improved, so that persons can

ride nearly to the entrance of the cave. The hardest part of

the trip will be the climb of about 150 or 200 feet up the side

of the canon at an angle of about 40 degrees. Steps will be

constructed for part of this climb. After entering the cave it

takes about two miles travel to explore every part of it, but

the temperature of the cave is so even, the air so exhilarat-

ing, and the delight so great that one does not notice fatigue.

No more gentlemanly or accommodating guides can be found

than Messrs. Reinhart [sic] and the Snyder [sic] brothers.

Despit e the growing int ere st in the att rac tion in the reg ion,
Geor g e began to res ent his older par tne r. In his book about the
discov ery of the Cave of the Winds, he wro te, ‘‘Rineh art at onc e
to ok upon himself the post of doorkeeper to whi ch he stu ck
te naciou sly.’’

As the weather war med in the spr ing , Geor g e we lcome d
Samu el, his fat her, and bro the rs Per ry and Charl es to Manit ou.
The bro the rs were provide d position s in the cave as guides, whi le
Samu el devel oped a lime kiln bus ine ss.

Samu el, who kne w Rineh art from Ohi o, quiet ly war ned
Geor g e ab out the older man. George recal led he said ‘‘to keep a
sh arp eye on Rineh art as he was known to be a dishone st old
scoundre l, being the n a fug itive fro m ju stice. He went on to ex-
pl ain that Rineh art had been administrator for several est ate s
and had got ten away wit h mo st of the mone y, besi d es def rauding
on e of his law par tne rs, and being inv olved in other cro oke d
sche mes.’’

Geor g e grew more suspi cious whe n mone y coming in fro m
tours never seeme d to make its way to him. Bus ine ss exp ens es
we re general ly the respons ibi lit y of George . ‘‘[R ineh art] was a
lawyer by pro fessi on, and just cle ver enough to keep wit hin the
law in the matte r by pay ing his share of the taxes and doing a lit-
tle now and the n towards pay ing exp ens es,’’ wrot e Geor g e.

By 1884, the bus ine ss rel ation ship bet ween the par tne rs was
ne aring the bre aking point . Geor g e had dis cov ere d the Manit ou
Grand Caver ns on June 9, 1881, on his land across the mountain
from Cave of the Winds. Explorat ion of this new cave had found
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Historic 1885 view of the Manitou Grand Caverns by William Henry Jackson. While the entrance to the cave was undisputed to be on George

Snider’s property, the southeastern portion of the cave was alleged to be on Cave of the Winds property.

many remarkabl e and imp ressive chamb ers, inclu ding the large st
know n ch amb er in the canyon.

Me anw hile, the final pay ment for purch asing the Cave of
the Winds was com ing due. At the same time, an Ohi o bond s-
man hired Judge McMor r is to recov er an old debt of $2,000.
Ju dge McMor r is, who was also Geor g e’s att orney, filed an att ach-
me nt on Rineh art’s Cave of the Winds int ere st to gain restitution.

Geor g e late r re cal led, ‘‘Rineh art had to pay up or los e his
on e-half inte rest; but he came to me wit h bl ood in his eye , hold-
ing me respons ibl e for hav ing the deed made in his name, whi ch
I had don e ac c ording to the original contrac t draw n up by him-
self in the beg inning . The wily fel low had been int ending all the
while to put it in the name of his wife, by whi ch, of cours e, he
would have saved himself. Shaking his fist in my fac e he vow ed
he wou ld hound me to my grave for this; and that whe n he him-
self should be dead he wou ld have on my track the keene st
scente d ol d hound that eve r live d.’’

Fo llowing the final pay ment for the Cave of the Winds,
Geor g e’s bro the rs Charl es and Per ry demande d that he rel eas e
the bus ine ss to the family. The y re asone d that since the ir mot h-
er’s loan had been used to make pay ments for the purch ase and
ot her expens es, the half percent age was rig htf ully the family’s,
and not George’s alone.

Re cog nizing the unc omfor table posit ion he found himself
in, George decide d it was time to get out of the Cave of the
Wind s bu siness. He wou ld devel op the Grand Caver ns as an at-
trac tion on his own. On January 12, 1885, George agreed to
trade his half inte rest in the Cave of the Winds to his mot her, in
exch ange for 40 acres of land that his bro the r Pe rry owned,
which contained a por tion of the Grand Caver ns.

Geor g e note d the agreeme nt came wit h a provisi on. ‘‘I, on
my par t, res erved the rig ht to all caves the n know n, and here-
af ter to be dis cov ere d, on the Cave of the Winds lands, outsi d e of
the Cave of the Winds its elf. This was don e for my pro tec tion, as
it was sup pos ed that som e of the Grand Caver ns wou ld extend
into the Cave lands.’’

The Rineharts

Charles B. Rineh art came west to Manit ou fro m his hom e in
Lawrence Tow nsh ip, Ohi o in late 1880 whe n he was 58 years old.
Charles was a law yer by pro fessi on and had ser ved as Summit
County Clerk for six years unt i l 1870. Accomp any ing him was
his wife Ros e and daug hte r Mary Emma. Mar y, who went by her
mi d dle name Emma, was 23 years old and was asthmatic. The
de cis ion to mov e to Col orado likely was rel ate d to Emma’s medi-
cal con dit ion.

Rose was Charl es’ seni or by two years. The y married in
St ark Count y, Ohi o on March 28, 1850, whe n Rose was 30 years
of age . He r father was a cooper, mak ing wooden bar rel s. Her
brot her Dav id was a doctor.

Charles had travel ed to Ohi o for his edu cat ion fro m his
fami ly hom e in New Yor k st ate. After receiving his deg ree,
he lived in the gre ate r Ak ron reg ion for more than three
de cades. Akron was also hom e to the Sni d e r fami ly, so dur-
ing this time, Charl es mig ht have com e across George’s fa-
ther Samuel.

Wh en the Rineh art family arrive d in Manit ou, the y met
Geor g e, who was seeking emp loy ment. On a bit terly col d day in
Decemb er 1880, Charl es and George were hunting in a bro ad
val ley nor th of Manit ou later known as Caver n Gu lch. Wound-
ing a deer, the y fo llowe d the animal up the ste ep easte rn canyon
wal l. Near som e limestone clif fs, George not ice d a pec uliar
plume of ste am hanging in the still mount ain air. Inv est igating ,
he found it issu ed fro m a tig ht cre vic e in the slop e. On an adj a-
cent junip er tre e froste d whit e from the moisture , he tie d his
hand kerch ief, belie ving it was a hot spr ing . He the n set off after
Rineh art and the deer.

Ne arly seven months later, on a war m June day, George
came upon his tatte red handkerch ief still tied to the tre e. Inv est i-
gating the cre vic e, he felt a cool flow of air. Since his explorat ion
of the Cave of the Winds earlier that year, he und e rstood this
was cle arly a cave. He retur ned wit h a pick and shove l and wor ked
the hol e. Prying away som e ro cks, som e of whi ch tumbl ed int o
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Surveyors in the 19th century were faced with challenging terrain for their range and township surveys. This view is from just west of the 1871

corner marker; in the distance to the south is the upper parking lot at Cave of the Winds, with the city of Manitou Springs in the far distance.

the hol e, he sque e zed int o the opening . Wi th his candle, he cou ld
see he was the first to ent er what he cal led the Manit ou Grand
Cave rns.

The opening of this cave to public tours in March 1885 was
not a sur prise to Rineh art or to George’s family. George had been
op en about his new cave and likely had shown the m al l the spa-
ciou s corridors and chamb ers. Yet , the opening was tro ubl esome
for the owners of the Cave of the Winds since it was a competi-
tor. The opening of the Cave of the Winds four years earlier was
appare ntly enoug h for the owner of Mammoth Cave in the low er
cany on to clos e it to the public. Cou ld Cave of the Winds suf fer
the same cruel fate?

The Grand Caver ns was obj e ctive ly a bette r, more suitabl e
attrac tion for the public. The cave had large r ch amb ers and pro-
fuse decorat ion s. It als o was large ly on one level, rat her than
thre e li ke the Cave of the Winds. This made it easier for vis itors
to traverse.

Lear ning fro m his exp erience at the Cave of the Winds,
Geor g e hire d a force of men to bui ld a car r iage road up Caver n
Gu lch to the level of the cave’s ent rance. Rock mas ons bui lt a
large ret aining wal l for the car r iage parking lot . Wh ile miners
excavated a hor izont al tunnel int o the cave, car pente rs built a
wo o d-f rame ent rance bui lding wit h a bro ad deck that provide d a
view of the Pikes Peak summit. The years of devel opm ent wit hin
the Caver ns allow ed a mostly hor izont al tour wit h on ly a few
short stair ways. A ladder and platfor m was con str ucted to a
group of mus ical stalactit es on the wal l of the cave’s large st
ch amb er. This natural mus ical ins trume nt wou ld prove to be ex-
ce e dingly popu lar wit h visitors.

Wi th George pro mot ing the Grand Caver ns extensive ly, vis-
it or s found the mselves cho osing bet ween the two cave att rac-
tion s. More often, the y ch ose the Caver ns. This incre asing ly
trou ble d the Rineh arts, who ret ained half inte rest in the Cave of
the Winds but had rel ocate d to Denve r. The Grand Caver ns in
1885 and the fol low ing year out dre w the Cave of the Winds in
paying vis itors and public awareness.

On Octob er 1, 1886, the Rineh arts decide d they must ag-
gressive ly addre ss this inj ust ice. Dep end e nt on inc ome fro m the
Cave of the Winds, the Rineh arts filed a lawsuit against George
to extend the ir half inte rest in the Grand Caver ns. The Octob er 1
filing claimed that por tions of the Caver ns cro ssed ove r the
prop erty line ont o Cave of the Winds land. By the ter ms of an
1884 agre eme nt wit h Geor g e that end ed the ir par tne rsh ip, this
me ant that the Cave of the Winds owners wou ld receive half the
income fro m the Grand Caver ns.

On Nov emb er 30, 1887, a Col orado Spr ing s jury found that
the cave did lie entire ly wit hin George’s pro per ty. Ros e Rineh art,
listed as the owner of the Cave of the Winds, app ealed. On Apr il
12, 1888, a secon d jury deter mined fro m pres ent ed evidence the
Cave rns did pass int o Cave of the Winds pro per ty. This jur y
rule d that George would have to split his Caver ns pro ceeds
even ly wit h his for mer par tne rs. Not sur prising ly, George ap-
pealed this decis ion.

During this new trial at the Distr ict Court, George rep orted
to the court that the sur veyed sec tion cor ner, fro m which local
prop erty bound aries were draw n, had been myste riously lost be-
tween the first trial in 1887 and the secon d five months later. It
was said that the original marke r, next to a  tre e alon g a fence
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Topographic map showing the boundary between section 31 and 32. Notice that the 2001

BLM section corner is significantly to the east of the 1988 corner.

line, had been lost whe n the tre e had been cut
down. A pile of rocks indicating the cor ner als o
had been scatt ere d ab out , making it dif f icult to
dete rmine the cor ner’s true locat ion. The offi-
ci al monume nt, a stone about 9 inche s by 11
inch es by 16 inche s, pro truding fro m the
ground about 9 inche s, was found, but in dis-
turb ed soi l suggesting mis chi e f.

Geor g e suggeste d it was like ly the sur veyed
line used in the secon d tr ial the refore did not
us e the original federal sur vey cor ner that he
us ed whe n filing his hom estead claim in 1881.

Charles Liebold owned the adj acent pro p-
er ty to the north. In 1884 or 1885, he con str uc-
te d a fence along the bound ary bet ween his
land and Sni d e r’s pro per ty to the south. After
visiting the cor ner prior to the secon d tr ial, he
te stified the marke r ‘‘lo oke d as thoug h it had
been tampere d with or mov ed recently.’’ Tw o ad-
dition al wit nesses sug geste d the same. E. H. Kel-
log g, a federal gov ernme nt sur veyor who direc t-
ed the original tow nsh ip sur vey in 1871 agre e d it
appeared the cor ner stone had been mov ed. One
report sug geste d it had been mov ed hundreds of
fe et, pot ent ial ly indic ating fraud. Sur prising ly,
Ke llog g was not subpoenaed for offici al te sti-
mony.

Fo llowing a lon g re vie w of evidence and
ne w te stimony, on June 10, 1889, the Supreme
Cour t rule d the mot ion by George’s law yer to
vac ate the pre vious judgment wou ld be denie d.
This action reaffirmed the pre vious jur y de ci-
si on fro m Ap ril 1888 that Ros e would receive
half ownersh ip of the Grand Caver ns.

Although George’s legal team had paid the
cour t costs to app eal fol low ing the unf avorable
de cis ion in distr ict court, the app eal was denie d
solely on the gro und s that the team did not
sp ecif ically state in writing that the app eal to
the Col orado Supreme Court was bas ed upon
discov ery of new infor mat ion.

Although prac tic es in 1888 and 1889 allowe d appeals by
simp l y paying the court costs prior to the next ter m, the del ay in
formal ly request ing a hearing by the Court was felt to be too
long . In Septe mber 1892, the judgment of the low er court was
again affirmed whe n the Supreme Court declined to take up the
case.

The decis ion con fir med that Ros e was par t ow ner of the
Grand Caver ns. The funds that had been place d into receive r-
sh ip at the Ban k of Manit ou wou ld be rel eas ed to her account.
Ac c ording to an Octob er 8, 1892 Ma nit o u Jo urnal report, this
amount tot ale d some ten or twe lve thous and or more dol lars, the
equivalent in 2024 dol lars of $337,083 to $404,500. Another re-
port sug geste d the amount in receive rsh ip was $20,000, or
$674,167 2024 dol lars. This is a sig nif icant windf all in a time in
which the re were no cor porate or indiv idu al inc ome taxes.

Un for tunately for the Rineh art family, the mone y was not
coming anytime soon. In December, the Col orado Supreme
Cour t af f irme d the pre vious Distr ict Court ruling cre ating joint
ow nersh ip of the Caver ns. On December 19, George’s pet ition
for a re-hearing by the court was again denie d. He sub sequently
file d a new suit on January 6 1893 at Distr ict Court in Col orado

Sp rings. This filing state d ne w evidence should be con sidered, as
a new sur vey line fro m the redis cov ere d corner stone prove d the
Cave rns are not on Cave of the Winds land.

This new cas e was filed against Charl es Rineh art and his
daug hte r Emma Austin. This change in defendants was because
Rose had died in Februar y 1890. Emma was an only chi ld, and
she had mar r ied Charles H. Austin in Col orado Spr ing s on De-
cemb er 24, 1882.

The Distr ict Court agreed to hear George’s request for a new
tr ial, and dur ing a speci al sess ion on July 13, the court heard the
ne w evidence regarding the cor ner stone and sur vey. The evi-
dence was convincing. The fol low ing day, the court agreed the
case cou ld be tried again.

On Nov emb er 28, the new cas e was opene d in Distr ict
Cour t. Testimony was heard fro m E. H. Kel log g, the 1871 gov-
er nme nt sur veyor, who rep orted he had rel ocate d the cor ner in
1893. He con fir med the re had been tampering wit h its locat ion.
Anot her wit ness testified the same.

The bound ary dispute relie d on the locat ion of the cor ner-
ston e at the NW cor ner of sec tion 32 and the NE cor ner of sec-
tion 31. Dif ferent sur veys at dif ferent times, inclu ding more re-
cent sur veys in 2001 and 1988, mov e this point by hundreds of
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Historic 1900 advertisement for the Cave of the Winds and the Manitou Grand Caverns

following joint ownership.

fe et east or west. At its far the st-e ast locat ion, the sec tion 31/32
boundary is east of most of the Grand Caver ns. At its far the st-
we st locat ion, all of Caver n Gu lch to the west of the Caver ns is
within sec tion 32.

The con fus ion about the cor ner and bound ary lines was
comp elling to the court. The y rule d in favor of George’s testimo-
ny that the Caver ns was located only in sec tion 31 and the refore
was his pro per ty. Owing to the ongoing bound ary con fus ion,
they sent the cas e to the Col orado Supreme Court for revie w of
the decis ion.

Wh ile the cas e waite d for the Supreme Justices to revie w, on
Ju ly 1, 1894, 70-year-ol d Charles Rineh art die d in Denve r at his
daug hte r Emma’s hom e. This adde d comp lexit y to the cas e,
which the Supremes not ed in the ir revie w. Since bot h the origi-
nal plaintiffs were deceased, app are ntly dying wit h no cle ar di-
re ction s as to disposition of any funds fro m the cas e, the justices
we re split in a decis ion.

Each of the three justices delivered opini ons on the cas e.
Chief Justice Charl es Hayt was cle ar as to the reasoning to again
not take up the cas e in 1895:

Here we are asked to set aside a judgment upon a finding

that the newly discovered corner is established by a prepon-

derance of the evidence only, in a suit instituted years after

the judgment was rendered and the new evidence discov-

ered. The controversy has already been before the courts for

upwards of eight years. Two of the original plaintiffs have

died since its commencement. Should a new trial be award-

ed, counsel will not only be deprived of their advice and as-

sistance in conducting the litigation, but their lips are also

sealed. It is true that the testimony of these parties, as taken

upon a former trial, is preserved in the record, but I appre-

hend that this testimony would be of but little avail upon a

new trial upon the question of the authenticity of the alleged

newly discovered corner, as their testimony upon the former

trial was not directed to this point.

The cas e appeared to the medi a to be final ly settled. Den-
ve r’s Rocky Mount ain News note d in a January 8 rep ort that ‘‘At

last rep orts $10,000 were in the hands of the receive r to be
turned ove r to the rig htf ul cl aimant.’’ This repre sents a sig nif i-
cant ly low er amount than the 1892 est imate s, but in the pre vious
thre e ye ars, the 1893 Silve r Pani c li kely reduc ed ban k fund s hel d
in sto cks or bon ds.

In Col orado Spr ing s Dist ric t Cour t on March 7, 1895, Em-
ma Austin filed suit against George Sni d e r as heir to the Rine-
hart est ate. Sinc e the original lawsuit named the Rineh arts as
half owners of the Grand Caver ns, Austin and her husband
Charles were unabl e to receive the funds hel d by receive r M. A.
Leddy at the Ban k of Manit ou. This matte r was quick ly res olved
by the court, and the fol low ing day, the El Pas o County She rif f
served a writ of joint possess ion of the Caver ns to bot h Au stin
and George’s mot her, who had owned half inte rest in the Cave of
the Winds since 1884.

This action als o re leased the funds hel d by Leddy. Newsp a-
per rep orts at the time est imate d there was about $12,000 in the
ac c ount.

Wi th George back as a par tne r with his mot her and the
Au stins, he sug geste d the rel eas ed funds cou ld be put to good
us e. He sug geste d building a sceni c ro ad fro m the Grand Cav-
er ns to the weste rn rim of Williams Canyon nor th of the caves,
which he est imate d would cost only $300. For another $1,200,
Geor g e said this road cou ld be dro p ped dow n from the rim to
the exist ing road in the canyon, whi ch end ed near Bridal Vei l
Falls. This wou ld cre ate an app ealing loop road for vis itors.

Pe rhaps wis ely, at the beg inning of May, the court app ointe d
a repre sentative to ind epend e ntly revie w the receive rsh ip ac-
count at the Ban k of Manit ou. Emma Austin had revie wed the
re ceipts in the account and obj e cte d to som e of the bills that
we re paid in the pre vious eig ht years.

Me anw hile, at the Cave of the Winds, Charl es Austin and
Charles Sni d e r de vel oped a list of imp rov eme nts for bot h cave s.
The most sig nif icant of the se was the con str uction of a road
from the Williams Canyon flo or to a new tunnel ent rance to the
Cave of the Winds that wou ld be con str ucted fro m Curtain Hal l.
This imp rov eme nt wou ld eliminate the lon g st air way to the
cave’s natural ent rance, along wit h st airs in the cave leading to
Canopy Hal l.

Cons truction of the road and the tunnel be-
gan, wit h the road being compl ete d by mid-June. A
wo o d-f ramed bui lding was con str ucted on the wal l
of the canyon at the tunnel por tal, ove rlo oking the
natural ent rance. The bui lding and the tunnel were
op ene d to the public on July 1.

Wh ile har mony mig ht have ruled at the new
combined att rac tion, the years of mistr ust and
ange r kept the joint managers at odds. In Apr il
1896, it was announce d that Charl es Sni d e r would
repres ent the Sni d e r inte rest at the caves, rat her
than George , and Charl es Austin wou ld repre sent
the Rineh art int ere st. The two decide d that fat her
and son H. C. Brown and son Steph en Brown
would manage the caves.

By July 1896, the two families were again in
cour t. Almira Sni d e r, George’s mot her, filed a suit
in Distr ict Court against Emma Austin. Accord-
ing to an article in the Rocky Mount ain News,
Mr s. Sni d e r ‘‘al leges that the Browns have acted
in a ver y disagree abl e way and that the y are driv-
ing trade fro m the caver ns and that the y have
turned the Manit ou hot el peopl e against the m, so
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The burial site of the Rinehart family in Denver’s historic Riverside Cemetery. The plot is in the immediate foreground, with no marker.

that the caves are not wel l patron ize d. She asks that the court take
ch arge of the caves and con duct the m in a pro per manne r.’’

Ap parently, among the issu es wit h the Browns was gam-
bling. A private inv est igation requested by Ros e and her husband
found H. C. Brown was deep int o gamb ling at local saloons.
Mo ney, it seems, was at the root of the ongoing dis agreeme nt be-
tween the families.

In July 1898, the Rocky Mount ain News reported that a
cour t-appointe d re feree, Nor mal Campb ell, deter mined that the
Au stins should receive $92.63 in past funds owe d from Cave of
the Winds ent rance receipts for the four years beg inning 1881.
This was despit e Geor g e’s recol lec tion that Charl es Rineh art
hand led the receipts personally.

In March 1899, Alv ira Sni d e r died at her hom e in Manit ou
fo llowing a linge ring illne ss. Her will cal led for her ass ets to be
split bet ween her five liv ing chi ldren − $10,000 each. Less than a
we ek later, another court cas e was decide d that Emma Austin
had no gro und s to recov er costs spent on the bon d give n by the
Sn iders whe n the original suit was filed in 1886.

Un deter red, Emma filed a new suit in Distr ict Court on Oc-
to ber 6, 1899 alle ging that she was owe d two pre vious court
ju dgments by George . Thes e we re sums of $6,125, and another
of $4,650 fro m Marc h 1892, bot h of whi ch had not been paid. In
addition, she alleged George later conve yed his int ere st in the
Cave rns to his mot her Alv ira. Emma was the refore suing the
Sn ider bro the rs col lec tive ly for the se amounts.

By June 1900, George respond ed to the suit. He had mov ed
from Manit ou four years prior, and in Apr il of that year pur-
ch ased a mar r iage lic ense wit h Ne llie Hunto on of Cle vel and. In a
filing wit h the court, George not ed he had not conve yed his in-
te rest in the Caver ns to his mot her but had traded his Cave of

the Winds int ere st for land at the Caver ns originally hel d by his
brot her in Nov emb er 1884.

This was wel l before the original lawsuit or the court judg-
me nts. Emma, how eve r, pet ition ed the court to have the original
transfer of int ere sts bet ween George and his mot her set aside, so
she cou ld claim an addition al $10,000 in damages. Lit igation re-
garding this suit was not res olved unt i l No vember 1908. Each of
the five son s re ceive d $10,000 fro m Alvira’s est ate, whi le an addi-
tion al $37,500 was provide d to the Cave of the Winds.

During the January 1901 ter m, the cas e was con sidered by
the Distr ict Court in Col orado Spr ing s to deter mine whi ch side
would pre vai l. Revie wing volumes of mater ial, a year passed.

On the morning of Friday, January 17, 1902, Emma Austin
travel ed fro m Manitou to her Denve r home. Her husband
Charles, in addition to dut ies for the Cave of the Winds, ser ved
as the travel ling audit or for the Denve r and Rio Grande Rai l-
ro ad. He was in Salt Lake Cit y on company bus ine ss. Emma tol d
friends she was preparing to take a trip to the south, or perhaps
to Califor nia.

The day afte r he r ar r ival in Denve r, she became ill wit h
pn eumon ia. Emma was taken to Mercy sanit orium in dow ntown
Denv er for obs ervat ion and tre atment. The faci lity und e r the di-
re ction of the Siste rs of Mercy was one of Denve r’s newest.

Pe rhaps owing to her lifel ong ast hma, Emma did not recov-
er fro m this illne ss. She die d Mo nday mor ning at 45 years of age .
Charles arrive d home the same day and was tol d by waiting
friends of his wife’s passing . The illne ss was so sudden that he
had been unaware she had eve n been sick.

Wi th Emma leaving no will, Charl es inher ite d he r poss ess ion s
and pro per ties. Grieving at his loss, Charl es tol d a rep orter for the
Rocky Mount ain News ab out the Cave of the Winds and how his
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fami ly had been so inv olved wit h the bus ine ss. The rep orter not ed
‘‘he wishe d that an ear thquake wou ld swal low up the whole pro per-
ty as it had been such an ill-f ated inv est ment to the family.’’

The Ne ws also rep orted that ‘‘Mr s. Austin’s law yer wante d
he r to make her will last week, but she laug hed at the ide a, say-
ing she was not going to die and that the re wou ld be plenty of
time to do that later.’’

Emma was laid to rest in Denve r’s Riversi d e Cemete ry along
the South Platt e Rive r, in a plot that contained not only the re-
mains of her parents, but als o the remains of her stillborn baby
from Nov emb er 1883. The cemeter y prov ide d a com manding
view of the mountains to the west, and being outsi d e of the cit y,
was quiet and peaceful.

Fo r un known reasons, the plot contained no grave marke r.
Po ssibly, the exp ens e of maintaining two hom es, one in Manit ou,
the other in Denve r, and ass oci ated costs wit h running the Cave
of the Winds, led to tig ht finances for the Austins. Despit e a
le adersh ip posit ion at the cave, Austin maintained a secon d job.

In Apr il 1905 the ongoing lit igation bet ween the Austins
and the Sni d e rs final ly end ed. The Colora do Spr ing s Gazette in
its Apr il 25 edition rep orted the Austins would receive $10,000
in cash and con fir med the ir half inte rest in the Grand Caver ns.
Wi th the Rineh arts and Emma Austin gon e, Charl es Austin re-
ceived the funds. ‘‘It is con sidered pro bable that a company will
be org anize d to faci litate the handling of the immense pro per ty,
and the var iou s he irs of the two est ate s wi l l re ceive sto ck for
their int ere sts,’’ reported the Gazette. ‘‘Many imp rov eme nts will
be made in the pro per ty now that it is rel eas ed fro m litigation,
and the whole int erior will be lig hte d with ele ctr icity before the
op ening of the tourist season.’’

In his rol e for the cave, Charl es travel ed to Virgini a’s Luray
Cave rns in May to examine the ir ele ctr ical lig hting syste m.

Tr ouble continu ed for the Sni d e rs and the Austins. In May
1905 Vera Sni d e r, George’s divorce d wife , was taken int o police
custody. Vera lived alone in the hous e in Manit ou that George
had bui lt nearly 20 years earlier. Neighbors rep orted she shared
the hou se wit h ch ickens and pigeons and ‘‘the int erior of the
building was in a sho cking con dit ion.’’

Ve ra had becom e so uns table that neighbors gre w af raid to
wal k by the hous e. Aut hor ities decide d to pay her a vis it, sending
the count y physician, the tow n mars hal, and the deput y she rif f
to have a tal k. Ac c ording to the newspaper rep ort, Vera dre w a
‘‘big car ving knife fro m he r bosom and flour ishe d it at the ap-
proach ing men.’’ Sh e was ‘‘re mov ed to the count y jail whe re she
was place d in the padde d cell to await a hearing in the count y
cour t to day.’’ No fur the r ne ws was rep orted about the for mer
propriet ress of the Grand Caver ns, who regularly att end ed the
attrac tion for many years.

On December 7, 1905, the ent rance bui lding of the Cave of
the Winds bur ned to the gro und. The bui lding was value d at
$1,000 and contained $100 wor th of pro duc ts, all of whi ch was
uninsure d. A new bui lding wou ld need to be con str ucted for the
coming season. Across the ridge , alon g the Grand Caver ns road,
the cot tage at today’s spr ing hou se bur ned in mid-March 1906.
Elme r Sn ider and his family had been liv ing in the home for sev-
eral years.

Charles Austin remained active at the cave for several years,
Wi th the ass ist anc e of Per ry Sni d e r, George’s younge r brot her,
Charles spent mon ey on opening new rooms in the cave, inclu d-
ing the Cryst al Pal ace. The cave’s ent rance bui lding was recon-
st ruc ted wit h a fine veranda ove rlo oking Manit ou. At the Grand
Cave rns, the ent rance tunnel was ret imbere d in 1906.

In 1907, the Cave of the Winds receive d el ectrical lig hts. The
current was offici ally tur ned on for vis itors on July 4. Funding being
tight, the Grand Caver ns was ‘‘te mporar ily’’ cl o sed to public
tours unt i l a later date on whi ch lig hts wou ld be ins tal led. This
cl o sure laste d until 1980, whe n wi ld tours began in the lon g-
ab andone d cave rn.

Easter n capit alists appro ach ed the owners in 1907 wit h an of-
fe r of $175,000 for the caves. This offer was denie d by the owners,
and sub sequently was not compl ete d. In Septe mber 1908, a New
Yo rk syndicate pro pos ed purch asing the Cave of the Winds, Seven
Falls, and the Manit ou Clif f Dwel lers Ruins for $500,000. The Cave
of the Winds its elf was value d at $200,000. Whi le an opt ion was
pl ace d on the pro per ties, the deal was never compl ete d.

By Nov emb er 1910 Austin was ready to mov e on fro m the
Cave of the Winds. A gro up of Califor nia capit alists offered
$100,000 for his half-inte rest in the cave. This deal als o failed to
cl o se.

In June 1914, Austin final ly sol d his half inte rest to J. F.
Camp bel l and A. M. Wilson of the Ban k of Manit ou, and Oliver
H. Shoup of the Reed-Shoup-Hop kins gro up of capit alists. The
purc has e pr ice was not made public. This sale led to the cre ation
of the Cave of the Winds Company, whi ch inc orporated and was
capit aliz ed at $300,000. This allow ed for the con str uction of Ser-
pent ine Drive fro m Manitou to the Cave of the Winds, necessary
to allow the travel of aut omobiles to the att rac tion. Bui lding this
high road was made possibl e by the acquisition of the Manit ou
Cave pro per ty whi ch had compete d with the Cave of the Winds
in 1911 and 1912, blo cking the low er end of the ridge bet ween
Wi l liams Canyon and Caver n Gu lch.

Geor g e Sn ider die d in Los Ange les on June 26, 1921, 41
ye ars to the day of the Pickett bro the rs’ discov ery of the low er
ch amb ers in the Cave of the Winds. Dur ing heavy rains in Mani-
tou that week, the ent rance tunnel to the Grand Caver ns col-
laps ed, requir ing Cave of the Winds to deploy blast ing caps to
bl ock it compl ete ly. Bro the r Pe rry, who had managed the cave
with Charl es Austin for many years, die d ju st ove r a year after
Geor g e, on July 2, 1922. Per ry had ret ired fro m Cave of the
Wind s in the summe r of 1921 owing to his healt h.

Fo llowing the loss of his bel ove d wife Emma in January
1902, Charl es Austin never remar r ied. He lived nearly another
30 years. Fol low ing his death, he was bur ied next to his wife at
Denv er’s Riversi d e Cemete ry. Whi le it is unknown whether
Charles vis ite d the grave of his wife, his stillborn son, and par-
ents-in-l aw in the decades fol low ing the ir deaths, one can imag-
ine him retur ning at least annually. Located immediate ly adj a-
cent to the drive at the quiet easte rn end of the cemeter y
ground s, Charl es perhaps sat at the family plot and mour ned the
loss of tho se who were imp ortant to him in life.

The plot remains unmarke d and sad ly neg lec ted nearly a
cent ury later. Tal l we e ds choke the sit e during the summe r,
mowing happens only onc e a season. Tal l cott onw ood tre es that
on ce shade d the land have lon g died owing to dro ught and limit-
ed res ources to maintain the historic gro und s. Just to the south,
lig ht rai l trains to and fro m Denv er Int ernat ion al Air por t travel
alon g a viadu ct ove rlo oking the cemeter y. Smoke stacks for near-
by oil ref ine ries in Com merce Cit y belch noxious fumes.

Fe w cemete ry vis itors today are aware of the rel ation ship of
the plot’s occ upants to the history of the Cave of the Winds and
the Manit ou Grand Caver ns. Alt hough the Sni d e rs and the Rine-
harts had a compl e x, often com bat ive rel ation ship in life, one
can only hop e that in death, peace and und e rst anding has com e
to each.
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Exploration

Caving in
North Delta, Colorado

by Doug Medville

Doug’s discoveries of non-limestone caves in Western Colorado

continues with recent finds in another unexpected place: the Adobe

Badlands north of Delta where bare hills on shale soils are found.

Although the caves are short and sparse, perseverance in looking for

them is rewarded.
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Photo 1: Devils Thumb.

T
he tow n of Delta isn’t exac tly a hotsp ot of cav ing activ ity
sinc e there’s no limestone anypl ace clos e to the tow n.
There is, how eve r, a lot of ero ded soi l on the Mancos

Sh ale as seen in a Wilder ness Stu dy Are a north of tow n called
the Adobe Badlands. Here, bare gray and yel low hills and ridge s
rise up for ming a class ical bad lands top ography. The most
prom ine nt feature is a spire cal led Devils Thumb. Whi le hiking
in the are a a few years ago, I found a small cave in a blind val ley
ju st bel ow Devils Thumb (see Photo 1). The cave wasn’t much: a

narrow canyon passage wit h sh ale wal ls and cei ling that contin-
ue d past whe re I stopp ed, only three sur vey station s in fro m the
entrance.

Ho ping to find more caves in the are a, I looke d at Google
Earth image s and found an are a north of Delta pockmarke d with
sinks and blind val leys. This is about four miles nor th of the
Delt a air por t and is adj acent to the East Pip eline Road, named
for a water pip e that runs along the road. Driving up the road,
we saw several soi l sinks and after wal king aro und a bit , found a
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Photo 2: Gully sinks near E. Pipeline Rd.
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Photo 3: Trailside pit and blind valley. .
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Map 1: Little Turd Cave.
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Photo 4: North Delta entrances.
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Photo 5: Gully with Little Turd Cave entrance in foreground.

coup le of ent rances alt hough not hing seeme d to go in ver y far
(s ee Photo 2).

The big attrac tion was about a third of a  mile fro m the road
and across a deep gully wit h an active stream flowing in it. On
Go ogle Ear th I cou ld see a streamb ed abr uptly stopping at what
appeared to be an ent rance. Bel ow that, the val ley flo or was
smooth: no streamb ed unt i l it reapp eared about 300 feet fur the r
down the val ley. Not wanting to cro ss the deep gully bet ween the
ro ad and the one containing the hoped-for cave, I went dow n-
val ley unt i l the stream cro ssed the road and took a hike up an
ol d dir t bi ke trai l.

Af ter a half mile or so, the trai l we nt by an ove rhung pit
with decent looking passage bel ow. A quick Disto shot dow n the
pit gave a depth of 19 feet (see Photo 3). A deep blind val ley
across fro m the pit cou ld contain an ent rance to the passage but
hi king sol o without any ver tic al gear, I didn’t try to go dow n.
Cont inuing on, I saw a nic e lo oking gully ent rance and went
down to take a look (see Photo s 4 and 5). This led to a short two-

entrance cave wit h litt le bal ls of critt er poop on the flo or and
6-10-foot-hig h pass age . Taking out the sur vey gear, I did a sol o
survey of this lit tle cave (see Map 1 and Photo 6).

Cont inuing up the dir t bi ke trai l, I wal ked by a coupl e of
ot her entrances but lef t thes e alon e sinc e my goal was to get to
the gully wit h the hop ed-for cave in it. This was not to be, how-
ever, since I found mys elf at the top of a ver tic al-wal led side gul-
ly that fed int o the one that I wante d to be in. I cou ld have gon e
to the upp er end of this side gully and fol low ed it dow n to the
on e of int ere st but decide d to do that another day.

A few weeks later, Califor nia cave rs Carol Ves ely and Bill Far r
we re vis iting friends in Cor tez, about a three-hour drive fro m Delt a.
I asked the m if the y could join me on a retur n tr ip to the are a and
they agreed to com e up for a day. Meeting up in Delta, we went to
the are a. This time we climbed dow n the side of the deep gully wit h
the stream and cro ssed it. That tur ned out to be prett y easy to do
and as a bonus, water wasn’t flowing in the bot tom. Our on ly pro b-
lem was the dense brush in the gully whi ch we beat our way through.
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Photo 7: Bill Farr in East Pipeline Road Cave.
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Photo 6: Little Turd Cave entrance passage and poop.

Af ter that, it was an easy hike up the gully wit h the cave
poss ibi lit y, and after wor king aro und near-ver tic al gully sin ks
and going beneath dir t arch es, we reach ed a low ent rance wit h a
breeze com ing out of it. This was about whe re the possibl e lowe r
entrance to a cave was shown on Google Ear th. The ent rance
was only a coupl e of feet hig h but since this was our obj e ctive ,
we took out the sur vey and cav ing gear and craw led in. Al-
though I was hoping that the cave wou ld be dow n in the Mancos
sh ale bedro ck, it was ent ire ly in the Mancos soi ls so it tur ned out
to be just another piping cave.

The cave did go, how eve r, opening up here and the re to
wal king height. We end ed up wit h 21 sur vey station s and 345
fe et of passage before com ing out of its upp er ent rance, again
where on Google Ear th, the sur fac e st reamb ed stopp ed. The re
wasn’t much of int ere st in the cave other than the usu al animal
poop and thorny midden, a damp flo or, and som e sque e zes here
and the re (see Photo s 7 and 8). I unimag inat ive ly end ed up cal l-
ing it East Pip eline Road Cave since the re wasn’t anything of
note in the cave to name it after (Map 2).

We hiked out by going up above the cave gully and fol low-
ing a ver y narrow ridge dow n to the large r gu l ly. After cro ssing
it , we found another bre e zy but ver y narrow ent rance along the
gu l ly wal l. Again tak ing out the sur vey gear we started a sur vey
in but after four shots, the passage got more nar row and Bill in
the lead, began to far t, causing me and Carol to gag and revolt so
that was the end of the sur vey in what we cal led Bad Air Cave.
Af ter getting back to the veh icl es, we poked aro und a bit more
and the n drov e down to a nic e Himalayan/Tib etan restaurant in
Mo ntros e for dinne r before going our sep arate ways. Carol and
Bi l l drov e back to Cor tez whi le Haz el and I camped out for the
night and went to another are a the next day whe re we found
more caves but that’s another rep ort.
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Photo 8: Setting a station in East Pipeline Road Cave.
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Map 2: East Pipeline Road Cave.




